
Discovery of coal seam containing natural gas

Will the coal seam contain and possibly produce groundwater?

Yes

Type of Groundwater

Alberta Environment  (AENV) 
authorization required

CBM/NGC developer must complete a Preliminary Groundwater Assessment.

Will Groundwater have to be diverted from the coal seam?

CBM/NGC developer must apply to 
AENV for authorization to divert non-
saline groundwater by submitting a 

technical report and application form.

CBM/NGC developer must place a public notice about the proposed project. AENV provides 
the content of the notice.

Are there Statements of Concern from directly affected parties?

Yes

CBM/NGC developer must respond in 
writing to Statements of Concern

AENV considers the Statements of 
Concern, and how those concerns might 

be addressed

AENV refuses or issues an authorization to divert non-saline groundwater with conditions 
to the CBM/NGC developer.

Opportunity for public and developer to 
appeal decision

Project may proceed

EUB Approval required
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Flow Diagram modified from Alberta 
Environment Guidelines for 
Groundwater Diversion for Coalbed 
Methane Development by 
hydrogeological consultants ltd. (HCL)

Non-Saline Groundwater  Diversion Authorization Process

hydrogeological consultants ltd. (HCL) assisted services


